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Objectives

Review updated 
information regarding 
CASAS Assessments

Review best practices in 
administering these 
assessments

Review CASAS tools to 
assist in targeting 
instruction

Meet the ABE “every five 
years” test administration 
recertification 
requirement

3



Why Do We Administer Assessments?
• Obtain basic information about student’s basic functioning life skills

• Establish the best class placements for the student

• Provide guidance for teacher as to each student’s instructional needs

• Establish a baseline for post-testing students

• Post-tests provide teacher with valuable information regarding instructional 
effectiveness

• Accountability
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Who Is Eligible to Administer 
Assessments?
• Staff who have gone through a CASAS training with a certified trainer, or

• Staff who have completed the appropriate online modules created by CASAS 
and found on http://training.casas.org, and

• Staff who have completed their “every five years” recertification training

5

http://training.casas.org/


CASAS Assessments for English Language Learners
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ESL Assessments

Reading Listening

Life and Work Reading – 80 series

Beginning Literacy (Forms 27/28)

Approved through June 30, 2024

Life and Work Listening – 980 series

Approved through June 30, 2024

New! Reading STEPS

Approved through July 13, 2030!

New! Listening STEPS

Approved through July 13, 2030!



SLOW DOWN! Don’t place your test order yet!
Process for New Test Approval

1.Official approval published in Federal Register

2.Tests available for purchase and review

3.Test review and recommendation by SPARC

4.Test approval by MDE

5.MDE adds new tests to revised Assessment Policy

6.U.S. Department of Education approves revised policy

7.Tests available in SiD

8.MDE notifies programs and staff they can start using tests

Program Year 2023-2024 7



Who Should be Given a CASAS Life & Work Test?
• Only appropriate for learners for whom English is not their first language

• Only appropriate for ELLs who score under 236

• Once an English language learner scores 236+ on a CASAS Life & Work post-
test, SiD will give them a level completion – they will be marked “Completed 
ESL”

• Those learners must be given a new Reading test, using either CASAS GOALS 
or TABE 11&12 as soon as possible. It will be impossible to record more than 
12 additional hours without a new EFL (Educational Functioning Level).
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Newly Approved STEPS Reading and Listening Series

• STEPS – Student Test of English Progress and 
Success

• Both Reading and Listening series have 5 levels, 2 
forms per level

• Aligned to the ELP standards (English Language 
Proficiency standards)

• Increased focus on content standards together 
with competencies

• Similar item types as found in Reading GOALS

• The process of administering these tests will 
remain the same.
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Reading STEPS for ESL
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 

Listening STEPS for ESL
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/listening
-steps 

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps


NRS Test Status for ABE Learners
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ABE / ASE Assessments
Reading Math

Reading GOALS

Approved through February 2025

Math GOALS

Approved through June 30, 2024

(In development)
New! Math GOALS 2

Approved through July 13, 2030!



CASAS Assessments for ABE
CASAS Reading GOALS – NRS-approved through February 5, 2025

• Greater Opportunities for Adult Learning Success

• Designed for learners for whom English is their first language, OR English language 
learners who have earned a 236 or higher on Life & Work

CASAS Math GOALS – NRS-approved through June 30, 2024

• As with Reading, this series is aligned with the College and Career Readiness 
Standards

• ELLs can be given this test if math skills are going to be addressed. The learner could 
have an ESL Reading EFL* and an ABE Math EFL*. 

* EFL – Educational Functioning Level
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Newly Approved Math GOALS 2 series

• 5 levels in the series (A to E), 2 forms per level

• Aligned to the College and Career Readiness 
(CCR) standards

• Similar content and item as in Math GOALS, 
expanded

• Administration protocol will remain the same and 
Math GOALS
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Math GOALS 2 for ABE/ASE
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals-2

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2


About All CASAS Assessments

• Measure academic skills in the context of common life and work scenarios

• Group or individual administration – practical for large or small groups

• Sample test items for test preparation available at no cost on the CASAS 
website

• Reusable paper test booklets are cost effective

• eTests (computer-delivered)
• Reduces staff time

• Affordable ($1.95 to $3.80 per test, depending on package and number purchased)

• Can be used for remote testing
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CASAS Is a Standardized Test

• Every student should have the same experience every time

• Use proper timing

• Read script verbatim

• Assist students with demographics only

• Do not review test questions before testing session – only practice items

• Students may not use cell phones, translators or dictionaries

• Do not allow breaks in the middle of testing session

• Do not review correct test answers with examinees
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Test Timing – Life & Work (ESL)

• Tests are not strictly timed – at the end of the official time, allow student a 
couple of minutes to complete item they are working on

• Form 80 Reading Appraisal – 25 minutes

• Form 80 Listening Appraisal – 30 minutes

• Life & Work Reading
• Level A, B, C, and D – 60 minutes

• Life & Work Listening
• Level A – 49 minutes

• Level B – 52 minutes

• Level C – 51 minutes
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Test Timing – GOALS (ABE/ASE)

• Tests are not strictly timed – at the end of official time, allow student a couple 
of minutes to complete item they are working on

• GOALS Appraisal – 30 minutes

• Reading GOALS for ABE
• Level A – 60 minutes

• Levels B, C, and D – 75 minutes

• Math GOALS for ABE
• Level A/B – 60 minutes

• Level C/D – 75 minutes
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CASAS Tests – 
Currently Approved for Reporting in Minnesota

Level
Life & Work Reading

80 Series
(ESL only)

Life & Work Listening
980 Series
(ESL only)

GOALS Reading
900 Series

(ABE)
GOALS Math

900 Series
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Proctor Responsibilities                            
**Proctor Certification Online

**New training – CASAS Paper Test Proctor Certification – online at  
http://training.casas.org 

❑Maintaining test security & student confidentiality at all times.

❑ Ensuring appropriate physical conditions & accommodations for 
testing.

❑Making sure CASAS test booklets are managed appropriately.

❑ Following appropriate test administration procedures.

❑Monitoring students & assisting with emergencies during testing.

❑ Understanding the policy on cheating.
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http://training.casas.org/


Test Score Ranges
Every test form has a unique raw-to-scale score 
conversion.

Raw score = the number of correct answers on 
the test.

Scale score = the converted score from the raw 
score that allows for comparison between 
students and tests.

You will use the scale score (not the raw score) 
when reporting results.

CASAS eTests automatically scores each test and 
calculates the raw and scale score.

© 2023 CASAS - COMPREHENSIVE ADULT STUDENT ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 19



Reading GOALS 
Grade Level 
Equivalents
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-goals 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals


Math GOALS 
Grade Level 
Equivalents
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals


CASAS GOALS 
Reading Test 
Blueprint - LEVEL C/D

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
goals 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-goals


CASAS GOALS Math 
Test Blueprint - 
LEVEL C

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals


Individual Skills Profile
The Individual Skills Profile (ISP) shows student 
performance in several areas. It lists the tests taken, 
form numbers, scale scores, NRS levels, and grade level 
equivalents (optional).

The report displays the CASAS Competency areas on the 
left side. On the right side, the report shows content 
standards results. The report also indicates student 
performance in the CASAS Task Areas.

A High School Equivalency (HSE) Predictor would display 
automatically if the student achieved an appropriate 
score to indicate the likelihood of passing an HSE test.

Available in both TE Basic and Enhanced Packages.

Program Year 2023-24 © 2023 CASAS - COMPREHENSIVE ADULT STUDENT ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 24



https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/curriculum-management-
instruction/casas-scale-skill-levels-and-
descriptors 
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Skill Level 
Descriptors

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-scale-skill-levels-and-descriptors
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-scale-skill-levels-and-descriptors
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-scale-skill-levels-and-descriptors
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-scale-skill-levels-and-descriptors


Student            
Competency 
Performance

The Student Competency Performance (SCP) report 
shows how a student responded to the competencies 
measured on a test form. This report displays the 
competency number and description for each test item 
and whether the student correctly answered the item. 

Available in both Basic and TE Enhanced packages

Program Year 2023-24 © 2023 CASAS - COMPREHENSIVE ADULT STUDENT ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 26



Competency           
Performance Summary

The Competency Performance Summary summarizes 
how a class performed on a given test. With this report, 
teachers can see the percentage of students who 
correctly answered each item or competency. Teachers 
use this report as a lesson planning tool to focus on the 
needs of the entire class.

Available only in TE Enhanced package.

Program Year 2023-24 © 2023 CASAS - COMPREHENSIVE ADULT STUDENT ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 27



https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/curriculum-management-
instruction/quicksearch-online 
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QuickSearch 
Online

QuickSearch helps to:
• Target instruction
• Develop curriculum
• Enhance existing 

curriculum

Search for material by:
• CASAS assessments
• Competencies and 

Content Standards
• Program, Level, and Skill
• Publishers
• Tests

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/quicksearch-online
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/quicksearch-online
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/quicksearch-online
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/quicksearch-online
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Sample Test 
Items

Reading GOALS
Math GOALS
Life and Work Reading
Life and Work Listening
Government and History for 
Citizenship
Work Readiness Checklists
Rating Sample

Sample Test Items:

❖ Not actual tests

❖ Not predictors of student performance

❖ Not valid for level placement, 
assessment, or for reporting 
standardized scores

Use Sample Test Items to:

❖ Familiarize and give students practice 
with CASAS items

❖ Make future testing go smoothly

❖ Help reduce student test-taking 
anxiety

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/math-goals
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/life-and-work-reading
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/life-and-work-listening
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/government-and-history-for-citizenship
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/government-and-history-for-citizenship
https://www.casas.org/docs/pagecontents/casas_work_maturity_checklists.pdf?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/pagecontents/casas_worksiteperf-rating_sample574213CDCECA.pdf?Status=Master


Post-Testing – What Do I Need to Know?
✓ Only after 40 or more hours of instruction. (CASAS 

recommends 70 to 100 hours for more gains.)

✓ Use the Next Assigned Test chart found in the Test 
Administration Manual (TAM) to determine the appropriate 
post-test.

• Paired tests must always be in the same modality.

• You must always give a different form than the previous 
test administered (even if it’s been years).

✓ Ask “Can the learner get a level gain with the same level test 
as the pretest?” 

• If not, it is best to administer a test from the next higher 
level
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Accessibility 
Performance
 Targets

Program Year 2023-24 31

http://mnabe.org/accountability-

reporting/performance-targets-results



Purchase CASAS 
Paper Tests –
Reading GOALS
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Item Price Each

Reading GOALS TAM (one for 
each testing site)

$45.00

Appraisal Test Booklets (set of 
25)

$110.00

Forms 901R – 908R Test Booklets 
(set of 25 for each of 8 forms) 

$110.00 X 8

Forms 901R-908R (set of 5 each) $210.00

Forms 901R-908R (set of 10 
each)

$375.00

General Purpose Answer Sheets 
(set of 100)

$75.00



CASAS 
eTest 
Software 
options



Testing Transitions Scenario #1

Student A, an English language learner, registered for your program on May 1st. They 

were given a CASAS Reading Life & Work, Level C, and scored 228 (Advanced ELL). They 

attended for 26 hours in May and June.

The student returned in September and after 15 additional hours of instruction, the 

student is given a CASAS Reading GOALS, Level C, and scores 236 (Adult Secondary).

1. Is this a level gain? 

2. How could this student show a level gain?

Answers:

1. This is not a level gain because it was two different test series.

2. Since the learner is an English language learner, the appropriate post-test would be a CASAS Life 

& Work, level D. If the learner scored 236 on that test, they would earn a level completion. 
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Testing Transitions Scenario #2

A student is given a Life & Work posttest in November and scores 236, earning them a 
level completion. They continue to attend class.

Later in November, as you are entering hours, you get an error message that indicates 
that you can’t enter any additional hours for this student.

Q: What happened? And how can this be avoided?

Answer: Even though the student achieved a level completion the new level they entered was low 
adult secondary, based on the Life & Work series, which, as of July 1, 2019, is no longer approved 
for ABE learners. Therefore, they no longer have a valid Educational Functioning Level. Only 12 
hours of attendance can be entered. 

To avoid this, when an ESL student completes level 6, you should immediately administer  a CASAS 
GOALS appraisal and pretest – no need to wait 40 hours. 
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Important Consideration – Level Gains

Consider your program’s level gains!

➢ Make sure all Advanced ESL students pretested in the Life & Work series have 
the opportunity to posttest in the Life & Work series.

➢ Advanced ESL students can continue to test in Life & Work until a score of 236 
has been achieved. (This will give them a “Completed ESL” level gain.)

➢ Check SiD to ensure that all students have and Educational Functioning Level 
in FY 2024. If they don’t they may have a pretest that is too old (prior to July 1, 
2022), or they may have “Completed ESL” and need to be tested immediately 
with CASAS GOALS.
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Testing Decisions
What test series would you start with for the following students? Life & Work or GOALS? What 
additional information do you need to make the decision? 

CONSIDER: Time in U.S.; First language literacy level; Education in home country

Estela arrived in the U.S. from Nicaragua 5 weeks ago.

Sandra was born in Minnesota, attended through grade 11 there, and needs a 
GED.

Solomon was born in Ethiopia, attended high school in the U.S., and wants a 
GED.

Fernando was born in California, attended school in San Diego, and dropped 
out of high school at age 17.

Thelma came to the U.S. at age 15. She attended school until age 17, and now 
would like to work on a GED in Spanish.

Martin has been in the U.S. for 20 years, but has only a 3rd grade education. 



Questions?

Email Marty Olsen – martha.olsen@gmail.com 

mailto:martha.olsen@gmail.com
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