
CASAS Recertification Training
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Marty Olsen – martha.olsen@gmail.com
PowerPoint and Links can be found at

https://www.mnabeassessment.com/presentations
(select links under CASAS Recertification – April 2025)

mailto:martha.olsen@gmail.com
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/presentations


Objectives

Review updated 
information regarding 
CASAS Assessments

Overview of currently approved 
CASAS assessments – STEPS 
Reading and Listening, Reading 
GOALS, and Math GOALS 2

Review CASAS tools to 
assist in targeting 
instruction

Meet the ABE “every five years” 
test administration 
recertification requirement
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Who Is Eligible to Administer Assessments?

• Staff who have gone through a CASAS Implementation Training with a certified 
trainer, or

• Staff who have completed the appropriate online modules created by CASAS 
and found on http://training.casas.org, and

• Staff who have completed their “every five years” recertification training
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http://training.casas.org/


http://training.casas.org 

CASAS STEPS and GOALS 2 Test Series info
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http://training.casas.org/


Why Do We Administer Assessments?
• Obtain basic information about each student’s basic functioning life skills

• Establish the best class placements for the student

• Provide guidance for teacher as to each student’s instructional needs

• Establish a baseline for post-testing students

• Post-tests provide teacher with valuable information regarding instructional 
effectiveness

• Accountability
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CASAS Is a Standardized Test
• Every student should have the same experience every time

• Follow steps for test day and use proper timing

• Read script verbatim

• Assist students with demographics only

• Do not review test questions before testing session – only practice items

• Students may not use cell phones, translators or dictionaries

• Do not allow breaks in the middle of testing session

• Do not review correct test answers with examinees
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https://www.mnabeassessment.com/_files/ugd/0405eb_62251e7aac53415fa028206ed011d969.pdf
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/_files/ugd/0405eb_7090a21754e34133ba1a4c3b928f24b5.pdf


Proctor Certification: http://training.casas.org
*Launching Paper Tests and Proctor Certification
*CASAS eTests Proctor Certification

❑Maintaining test security & student confidentiality at all times.

❑ Ensuring appropriate physical conditions & accommodations for 
testing.

❑Making sure CASAS test booklets are managed appropriately.

❑ Following appropriate test administration procedures.

❑Monitoring students & assisting with emergencies during testing.

❑ Understanding the policy on cheating.
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http://training.casas.org/


Testing Guidelines Overview

**Each site offering CASAS testing should have a Test Administration Manuals (TAM) kept in a 
secure location and made available for testing staff.

Each Test Administration Manual (TAM) contains:

Answer keys

Scoring guidelines (Appraisal and 
Pre/Posttests)

Score conversion charts

Next assigned test charts

Standardized test administration 
procedures and policies

Test security policy and procedures

Educational Functioning Level 
Descriptors
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NRS-approved Assessments 
for English Language Learners

• Which assessments are approved?

• What do we know about the assessments?

• Do we need new training to administer these 
tests?
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NRS Approved CASAS Assessments for English Language Learners
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ESL Assessments

Reading Listening

New! Reading STEPS

Approved through July 13, 2030!

New! Listening STEPS

Approved through July 13, 2030!

*Note: Life & Work can no longer be used for NRS reporting. All copies of this 
test should be destroyed/shredded.



STEPS Reading and Listening Series

• STEPS – Student Test of English Progress and 
Success

• Both Reading and Listening series have 5 levels, 2 
forms per level

• Aligned to the ELP standards (English Language 
Proficiency standards)

• Increased focus on content standards together 
with competencies

• Multiple choice - similar item types as found in 
Reading GOALS

• The process of administering these tests remains 
the same.
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Reading STEPS for ESL
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 

Listening STEPS for ESL
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/listening
-steps 

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps


13

Who Should be Given a CASAS STEPS Reading or Listening?

• Only appropriate for learners for whom English is not their first language

• Only appropriate for ELLs who score under 241 (Reading) or under 232 (Listening) 
on STEPS

• Once an English language learner scores 241+ (Reading) or 232+ (Listening) on 
STEPS post-test, SiD will give them a level completion – they will be marked 
“Completed ESL”

• Those learners must be given a new Reading test, using either CASAS GOALS or 
TABE 13&14 as soon as possible. It will be impossible to record more than 12 
additional hours without a new EFL (Educational Functioning Level).



Life & Work vs. STEPS

*citation: image taken from CASAS SI-2023

Correspond to 
College and 
Career Readiness 
Standards (CCRS)
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Reading STEPS

*citation: image taken from www.casas.org15

Each 
test 
level 
covers 
two 
NRS 
levels



Listening STEPS

*citation: image taken from www.casas.org16

Each 
test 
level 
covers 
two 
NRS 
levels



NRS-approved 
Assessments for ABE/ASE

• Which assessments are new?

• What do we know about the new assessments?

• Do we need new training to administer these 
tests?
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Approved NRS Test Status for ABE Learners
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ABE / ASE Assessments
Reading Math

Reading GOALS

Approved through June 30, 2025

(Submitted for approval)
New! Math GOALS 2

Approved through July 13, 2030!

CASAS Math GOALS is no longer 
approved for NRS reporting. 
Destroy/shred all copies!



CASAS GOALS Assessments for ABE

CASAS Reading GOALS – CASAS Math GOALS 2

• Greater Opportunities for Adult Learning Success

• Reading test is designed for learners for whom English is their first language, 
OR English language learners who have earned a 241 or higher on STEPS

• ELLs can be given the math test if math skills are going to be addressed. The 
learner could have an ESL Reading EFL* and an ABE Math EFL*. 

• Both Reading and Math series are aligned with the College and Career 
Readiness Standards

* EFL – Educational Functioning Level
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Math GOALS 2 series

• 5 levels in the series (A to E), 2 forms per level

• Aligned to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
standards

• Similar content and item types as in Math GOALS, 
expanded, enhanced

• CASAS GOALS 2 is the only CASAS math test approved 
for NRS reporting. If ELL curriculum will include a math 
focus, this test can be used for your learners. Learners 
will have an ABE Educational Functioning Level (EFL).

• Administration protocol remains the same as Math 
GOALS
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Math GOALS 2 for ABE/ASE
https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals-2

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2


Math          Math
M
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CCR Standards 
and CASAS 

Competencies

2 Levels
AB and CD

Levels 1-6

TEST Levels

NRS Levels

Proficiency 
Standards & 

Competencies

5 Levels
A, B, C, D, E

Levels 1-6

CCR Standards 
and CASAS 

Competencies



CASAS 
GOALS Math 2

*citation: image taken from CASAS SI-202322



Math GOALS 2
Test Level BreakdownNRS Level Breakdown

*citation: image taken from www.casas.org
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Each test 
level 
covers two 
NRS levels



Reading GOALS 
Test Level BreakdownNRS Level Breakdown

*citation: image taken from www.casas.org24
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The Tests
FAQs

• How do I prepare my students for these tests?

• What can I use for my pre-lit learners?

• Test scores

• How will the STEPS test assess academic 
vocabulary?

• Is algebra tested at all levels?

• Will I see geometry throughout the levels?
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Sample Test 
Items

Reading GOALS
Math GOALS 2
STEPS Reading
STEPS Listening

Sample Test Items:

❖ Not actual tests

❖ Not predictors of student performance

❖ Not valid for level placement, 
assessment, or for reporting 
standardized scores

Use Sample Test Items to:

❖ Familiarize and give students practice 
with CASAS items

❖ Make future testing go smoothly

❖ Help reduce student test-taking 
anxiety

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/sample-test-items/reading-goals
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/product-brochures/math-goals-2-sample-items-by-nrs-level.pdf?sfvrsn=9bb8365a_16?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/practice-items/reading-steps-sample-items-by-nrs-level.pdf?sfvrsn=7455365a_8?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/practice-items/listening-steps-sample-items-by-nrs-level.pdf?sfvrsn=a4b365a_10?Status=Master
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Beginning 
Literacy 
Students

What test should I 
administer to my pre-lit 
learners since Beginning 
Lit 27/28 are no longer 
approved?

Beginning Literacy learners should be tested 
with STEPS Level A (Forms 621 and 622).

➢ 73% of the test questions on STEPS Level A 
are similar to Beginning Literacy content on 
Forms 27 and 28.

➢More than 50% of the content focuses on 
high frequency vocabulary (43% using 
photos and 15% text).
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THE ISSUE!!

➢ Learners only need to get 4 
correct answers to earn a 
scaled score.

➢ If a student gets only 1, 2, 
or 3 correct, they still 
receive the lowest scale 
score – no invalid scores in 
STEPS Level A (Reading or 
Listening!
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Question: How do we test Beginning Literacy students?

1.Follow the CASAS Intake Screening Process for STEPS, 

substituting our revised Intake Summary for page 12. The 

proctor should maintain a close presence with the tester.

2.Use the Reading Screening to determine learner’s literacy 

skills (don’t just rely on student self-assessment).

3.Use the CASAS Level A Inaccurate Scores: Change to 

Assign a Scale Score document to score the test (unless the 

learner has a raw score higher than 4, in which case the 

original scoring guide in the Test Administration Manual 

should be consulted.)

4.The score should be recorded in SiD, and in TOPSpro if 

eTests might be a posttest option.

https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/pagecontents/casas-intake-screening-process-for-steps.pdf?sfvrsn=2e5c355a_8?Status=Master
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oE2tjUhp8GnOvtmKUaD3OY7uE_YpLSxP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/pagecontents/casas-intake-screening-process-for-steps.pdf?sfvrsn=2e5c355a_8?Status=Master
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jiKFgR4SrtiFp6Zsp0l2Cyx_d9TSRG4K/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110612751434067825449&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jiKFgR4SrtiFp6Zsp0l2Cyx_d9TSRG4K/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110612751434067825449&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Question: How do we test Beginning Literacy students?



Beginning Literacy Screening

• Administer 5 reading questions 
from Intake Screening

• If some difficulty, after some 
instruction administer Level A 
(Form 621 or 622)

• If little or no difficulty, 
administer Level A (Form 621 
or 622)

33



34

Notice came out Fall 2024. You 
will need to update your Test 
Administration Manual with 
this scoring information!



CASAS Aids to Utilize Test 
Results

Go to https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments to learn more about the 
assessment(s) you are using.

• Test forms, timing, and scale score ranges 

• Grade level equivalents

• Test blueprints

• TOPSpro reports

35

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments


Test Timing for 
STEPS Test Series

**Students must be allowed up to the 
time listed to complete the test, but 
most students will finish the test in 
less time.

Source: www.casas.org 
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Listening STEPS – Forms/Timing/Score Ranges

Reading STEPS – Forms/Timing/Score Ranges
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*Average Test Time in Red

*Average Test Time in Red

http://www.casas.org/


Test Timing for 
Reading GOALS 

and 
Math GOALS 2 

**Students must be allowed up to the 
time listed to complete the test, but 
most students will finish the test in 
less time.

Source: www.casas.org 
37

Math GOALS 2 – Forms/Timing/Score Ranges

Reading GOALS – Forms/Timing/Score Ranges

CASAS Level Form Number
Number of 

Test Items
Test Time*

Scale score 

ranges

Locator 104 R 12 15 minutes

Appraisal 900R 28 30 minutes

A Forms 901R – 902R 39 60 minutes 165 - 212

B Forms 903R – 904R 40 75 minutes 196 - 225

C Forms 905R – 906R 40 75 minutes 210 - 238

D Forms 907R – 908R 40 75 minutes 228 - 262

http://www.casas.org/


Test Score Ranges
Every test form has a unique raw-to-scale score 
conversion.

Raw score = the number of correct answers on 
the test.

Scale score = the converted score from the raw 
score that allows for comparison between 
students and tests.

You will use the scale score (not the raw score) 
when reporting results.

CASAS eTests automatically scores each test and 
calculates the raw and scale score.
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Content Standard Blueprints

• High-frequency Vocabulary 
(Pictures)

• High-frequency Vocabulary (Text)

• Numbers

• Vocabulary

• Details

• Main Idea

• Inference

• Point of View and Supporting 
Evidence
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STEPS Reading is aligned to the English Language Proficiency 
Standards. The content areas of focus include:



CASAS Reading STEPS 
Test Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL A

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps


CASAS Reading STEPS 
Test Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL E

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps


Content Standard Blueprints

• Dialogue

• Vocabulary

• Details

• Main Idea

• Summary

42

STEPS Listening is aligned to the English Language Proficiency 
Standards. The content areas of focus include:



CASAS Listening STEPS 
Test Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL A

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps


CASAS Listening STEPS 
Test Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL E

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/reading-
steps 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps


Content Standard Blueprints

• Number Sense and Operations

• Algebraic Thinking

• Geometry and Measurement

• Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability
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Math GOALS 2 is aligned to the College and Career Readiness 
Standards for Adult Education. The content areas of focus include:



CASAS GOALS Math 2 
Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL A

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals-2 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2


CASAS GOALS Math 2 
Content Standard 
Blueprint - LEVEL E

DOWNLOAD AT

https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/assessments/math-goals-2 
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/math-goals-2


Competency Blueprints

The CASAS Competencies identify more than 360 essential 
life skills that adults need to be functionally competent 
members of the community, their family, and the workforce. 
These competencies provide instructional objectives for 
curriculum.
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CASAS Reading STEPS 
Test Competency 
Blueprint - LEVEL A
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Reading STEPS Competency Blueprints
Listening STEPS Competency Blueprints
Math GOALS 2 Competency Blueprints
Reading GOALS Competency Blueprints

https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/product-brochures/reading-steps-competency-blueprint.pdf?sfvrsn=be9e365a_6?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/product-brochures/listening-steps-competency-blueprint.pdf?sfvrsn=f19e365a_6?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/product-brochures/math-goals-2-competency-blueprint.pdf?sfvrsn=819d365a_6?Status=Master
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/product-brochures/reading-goals-test-blueprint-june-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=f09a3a5a_14?Status=Master


CASAS Reading STEPS 
Test Competency 
Blueprint - LEVEL E
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TOPSpro Reports
If you have been using eTesting, then you have 
access to TOPSpro.
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TOPSpro Enterprise 
Sample Reports

Go to https://www.casas.org/product-
overviews/software/topspro-
enterprise/sample-reports#SkillsProfile to 
learn more about the available reports you 
can generate.

• Content Standard Performance

• Competency Performance

• Individual Skills Profile

• Score Reports

• NRS Federal Reports
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https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/software/topspro-enterprise/sample-reports#SkillsProfile
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/software/topspro-enterprise/sample-reports#SkillsProfile
https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/software/topspro-enterprise/sample-reports#SkillsProfile


CASAS Reading STEPS 
Student Content 
Standard Performance 
- LEVEL D

53

Shows student’s 
performance on a 
given test form 
(Also available by 
class)



CASAS Reading STEPS 
Student Competency 
Performance - LEVEL D
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Shows how a student 
responded with 
respect to the 
competencies 
measured on the test 
form. (Also available 
by class)



Individual Skills Profile
The Individual Skills Profile (ISP) shows student 
performance in several areas. It lists the tests taken, 
form numbers, scale scores, NRS levels, and grade level 
equivalents (optional).

The report displays the CASAS Competency areas on the 
left side. On the right side, the report shows content 
standards results. The report also indicates student 
performance in the CASAS Task Areas.

A High School Equivalency (HSE) Predictor would display 
automatically if the student achieved an appropriate 
score to indicate the likelihood of passing an HSE test.

Available in both TE Basic and Enhanced Packages.
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CASAS Reading GOALS 
Personal Score Report 
from TOPSpro- LEVEL 
D

56

Gives a summary of 
student’s results and 
describes student’s 
current skill level 
based on their scale 
score.



Reading and 
Listening Skill Level 
Descriptors for ESL

57

Describes student’s 
current skill level 
based on their scale 
score.



When do CASAS eTests expire?

CASAS eTests never expire and are not attached to specific testing modalities 
which makes CASAS eTests units super flexible. CASAS eTests can be used 
interchangeably for Reading, Math, and Listening assessments all year and 
beyond.
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Now that you’ve completed Recertification…… 
Next Steps

➢ ADVISE YOUR DATA MANAGER to record your CASAS 
Recertification Training in SiD (under the Staff History → 
Training Tab)

➢ If you need a “Certificate of Attendance” (CEU) to verify 
today’s attendance, send an email request to Marty at 
martha.olsen@gmail.com or comment in chat.

61

mailto:martha.olsen@gmail.com


Questions?

Email Marty Olsen – martha.olsen@gmail.com

PowerPoint and Links can be found at
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/presentations

(select links under CASAS Recertification – April 2025)

For more information:
www.mnabeassessment.com/casas 

62

mailto:martha.olsen@gmail.com
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/presentations
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