


Objectives

* Explore online lesson plans linked to CASAS
competencies

* |dentify specific lesson plans that may be used




Introductions

e What do you teach?
e How do you determine what to teach?




CASAS Competencies

functional life skills context.

Examples:
Interpret medicine labels
Check sales receipts




The Competency Coding System

3.4 Understand basic safety
measures and health risks

Competency Statements
(how we can measure understanding)

3.4.1. Interpret product label




Sample Test Items at Three Levels

2.1.7: Take or interpret telephone messages

IS0 155 160 165 170 175 180185 190 195 200 205 210 215 220 235 230 235 240 245 1250

B Level C Level

fﬁ" Levgl When does the caller What should be done with this message?
Whao is coming? _
want to meet? A. Paula should give it to Mr. Harper.
A, today At :
B. Sara A. at 8:20 B. Mr. Harper should give it to Lisa.
GI Dan B. on 3/15 C. Lisa should give it to Mr. Harper.
D. Ao C. on Monday D. Paula should give it to Lisa.

D. downtown

'HILE YOU WERE
Date:_3/15 Time:_ 8220
To__Lisa
From:_ Mr. Harper
of_Lofton College
Phone:

8:30

Sara -
Dan is coming
today at 11:00.

< Tebephoned | Returned your call |
A Please call =1 Will call agaim

Amy

=l Lirgent

Message:  Can you meet
him dowvntown on
Mon. at 1:307
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Taken by Paula




CASAS Content Standards

*All items in the Life and Work series have been coded to the
content standards. r w

Underlying
Basic Skills
Content Standards




ABE Reading CASAS Level B

R5.3
Locate info
in groups or
categories

3.4.1
Interpret
product label
directions

R6.3 Scan

Drug Facis
e st 8 7 s and safety / . \5jex text

R2.6 Interpret\warnings
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to find specific
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Stop use and ask a doctor if an slergic reaction to this product occurs. Seek medica: help right away.
If pregnant or breast-feeding, 23k 2 hea® professinal before e
Keep out of reach of children. in Case of sverdiose, get medical help or contact & Poison Control Canter right away.

Directions

contexts

R3.4 Read anc

W place 1 tablet on tongue: tablet disintsgrates. with or without water
adults and children 6 and 1 tabiet daily; not than 1 tablei in 2
T e B understand
consumers with Bver or kidney diseasa | ask a doclor S—
T | S moderately
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complex tex

mﬂﬂ[

Questions? if you have questions of a medical nature, please contact your phamamst.
doctor or health care professional.
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Relationship Between Content Standards and CASAS
Competencies

1. Look at the Content Standard
Reading 4.1
Read numbers

actual test item.

Competency 1.4.7
Interpret information about
home maintenance and
communicate housing
problems to a landlord

Reading example
PROBLEMS?
CALL 555-8087
Frank Gonzales
Manager 138"

Content Standard
Reading 2.3
Interpret high-

— ds and
2. What question is asked? gﬁ:‘;;ﬁtﬂ;;;
What is being assessed? contexts

https://www.casas.org/home/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.showContent&MaplD=1720




How can teachers use the CASAS test
results to best provide useful, high-quality
instruction?

| l 1. Textbook Scope and Sequence — links to specific
competencies in many texts

| l 2. CASAS QuickSearch (www.casas.org — click on
“Product Overview” then “QuickSearch Online”)

| l 3. Online lesson plans targeted to specific
competencies (www.mnabeassessment.com)

| l 4. “Teaching to the test” by competency, content
standard, or task is appropriate




Inappropriate Strategies

@ 3. Limit curriculum to only what the test covers
@ 4. Use actual test items in instruction
5. Photocopy, scan, or duplicate tests




CLASS PROFILE BY COMPETENCY STUDENT NAMES

How do we Form 83 R - Reading - Level B
. . : ife and Work
q
identify which e 5 0 |3 § §
Enter names and scores at top E% gh% t% N
of columns and check items
answered correctiy. 73 613 23| 77129 27
Scale
# ITEM DESCRIPTION COMPETENCY
1 | Narrative 021,721 3 + I+ |+ |+ 4+ H B H
21" 421,7.2.1 3| F|FHFHFHF + + o
3 | Jobad 413,416 A | F|F|F |+ £+ [+ [+ [+ [F
a| " 413,416 4|+ +| + + |+ |+ + H
5 | Job application form 4.1.2,0.2.1, 1|+ + + + + | +
o " 412,021,232 1|+ +| + + |+ |+ + +
students: 7 | Narrative 147,73.1,721 3 + + |+ |+
8] " 1.47,7.21 3| A F |+ + + |+
9| " 1.46,7.2.1 3 + I F I+ +
#30 and #32 10 | House ads 142 1 £+ ]+ F # I
11 | Rental application 143 1|+ + |+ |+ I+
L] 143 1 + |+ + Fl+ +
3] ° 1.43 1 |+ |+ +| + +
14 | Medicine label 332,331 4 + ] e [
15 | Narrative 0.24,7.2.1 3 + + |+ |+
16| " 4.18,4.19,72.1 3 ||+ |+ + + + + |+
17 | Work schedule 443,722 2 + + H £+ +
18] " 443,231,722 2 £+ 4+ + * [+
19 " 443,232,722 2 + +H o+ + + |+
20 | Pay stub 421,116 2 + |+ + |+ |+
2" 421,723 2 +  + +
n|" 421,116 2|+ + + |+ +| +
23 | Narrative 538,722 3 + + |+ |+
24 " 538,722 3 + g +
25| " 538,721 3| 4+ -+ + + |+
26 | Store return policy 133,721 3| +] + + 3 +|+
7] " 133 3 4|4 - o+ A+
%] " 133 3 + + L
29
30
31
£}




Check the CASAS Competency list to learn

more about these competencies
#30
e 1.1.3 —Interpret maps and graphs
e 2.2.5-Use maps related to travel needs
e 1.9.4 —Interpret maps related to driving

#32

e 4.2.3 —Interpret employment contracts and union
agreements

e 3.2.3 —Interpret information associated with
medical, dental or life insurance



What are the next steps?

e Look at
www.mnabeassessment.com/competency links.html

to locate lesson plans tied to these competencies

o 14




More Online Resources for Teachers

Reading for Life
http://www.themlc.org/Reading for Life Lessons3.html

Two-volume collection of worksheets and

activities published by the Minnesota Department of
Education and designed to enhance the teaching of life and
work skills to adult ESL and ABE learners. Now available
online.

Reading Skills for Today’s Adults
http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/reading-skills-for-
todays-adult

These materials are designed to aid in building learners'
fluency and comprehension skills. The materials
correspond to CASAS 200 - 235.




Online Resources for Student Use

English On-the-Web

www.english-on-the-web.yolasite.com

Links to websites that students can use to study English, many of which focus
on the CASAS competencies

GED On-the-Web

www.ged-on-the-web.yolasite.com

Links to websites that students can use to improve basic skills for the GED
GCFLearnFree.org — Everyday Life Project
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/EVERYDAYLIFE

Interactive website that is linked to various CASAS competencies

Reading Skills for Today’s Adults
http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/reading-skills-for-todays-adult
These materials are designed to aid in building learners' fluency and
comprehension skills. The materials correspond to CASAS 200 - 235.

Marshall Adult Education — Student Lessons
http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/student-lessons

These online practice exercises for students are organized into the CASAS
competency content areas.

Minneapolis Online Activity List

https://abeweb.mpls.k12.mn.us/

Includes ELL and GED activities that can be found on the internet. The activities
are arranged according to their CASAS levels and competencies.




Online Practice Tests

printable practice items along with PPT
presentations for classroom use

— CASAS Practice Tests -




Online Practice Tests

Online

— Form 28 practice -
http://iohnmh.com/ILA/28ILA.doc

— Form 81 practice -
http://www.johnmh.com/ILA/ila81r.html

— Form 81X practice -




Practice

Choose a competency from the CASAS test to plan a
lesson around.

Look at the actual test item to determine what is being
tested.

Look at

www.mnabeassessment.com/competency links.html
and view some lessons associated with the
competency.

Check the “Test Item Lesson Plan Links” on the above
site to locate closely linked lesson plans.

Look at the online resources for students. Do any
address the competency you were focusing on?

Share your findings with others at your table.






