CASAS and TABE – Side by Side

CASAS

What type of standardized test is CASAS?

CASAS is a criterion-referenced test**.  A criterion-referenced test compares the examinee to a set of criteria, rather than a group of testers.  CASAS has articulated a set of competencies that adult learners need to accomplish.  These competencies are the criteria that are tested in the CASAS assessments.  

**Criterion-referenced Test

How is performance measured?

A person’s score is compared to the score needed to meet clearly stated criteria for competent performance.

What is “passing”?

A person “passes” when the criterion for mastery of a skill is met.

[image: image2.png]il
it A e

A

[

Excellent
ormal Average (Ks)
0s) (Cs) (B5)



[image: image3.png]



TABE

What type of standardized test is TABE?

TABE is a norm-referenced test**.  A norm-referenced test compares an examinee’s scores to a group that took the test and provided “normal” scores.  For results to be meaningful, it is important to know who was in the norming group.  (e.g. Was the norming group a collection of 4th graders or university seniors?)

**Norm-referenced Test

How is performance measured?

A person’s score is compared to the total scores of the group.

What is “passing”?

A person “passes” when their score meets a certain percentage of the norm group.


Who was included in the CASAS standardization process?

CASAS multiple-choice tests are constructed from item banks of more than 5,000 test items. Each test item has an established difficulty level based on extensive field-testing and analysis. Tests constructed from the item banks have been field- tested with adult basic education (ABE) and English as a Second Language (ESL) learners, as well as youth and adult high school learners.

Who is eligible to administer CASAS?

Staff who have gone through a CASAS training with a certified CASAS trainer are eligible to purchase materials for their program, to administer tests, and to train other staff at their site to administer tests.

Who is in the target audience for CASAS?
CASAS has been approved and validated by the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Labor to assess both native and non-native speakers of English.

What is the scope of curriculum assessed by the CASAS assessments?

CASAS focuses on identified adult competencies.  The competency content areas include Basic Communication, Consumer Economics, Community Resources, Health, Employment, Government and Law, Computation, Learning to Learn, and Independent Living Skills.  Basic reading skills, general mathematical literacy, and listening skills are assessed.
We’ve decided to use CASAS.  Where do I start?

ESL Learners:  Form 80 Appraisal

English (first language):  Form 80 Appraisal or ECS Appraisal

Literacy Level:  Use Life Skills form 27 or 28

 Who was included in the TABE tests norming sample?

The TABE 9&10 norming sample included more than 34,000 adult examinees.  These adults were from diverse backgrounds and attended adult education centers, alternative high schools, vocational/technical college, and correctional institutions.

Who is eligible to administer TABE?
Individuals who have a general knowledge of measurement principles and are willing to abide by the assessment standards of the American Psychological Association may administer TABE.  Additionally, they should attend a TABE Implementation Training.

Who is in the target audience for TABE?

TABE can be used with a wide range of audiences including GED programs, Adult Basic Education programs and English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) programs.  However, TABE 9 & 10 is not recommended for ESOL learners until they achieve a 236 on CASAS.
What is the scope of curriculum assessed by the TABE assessments?

TABE assesses academic skills.  Reading measures basic reading skills of adults.  Mathematics Computation addresses a range of low- to high-order operations and core computation skills.  Applied Mathematics assesses general mathematical literacy.  Language assesses skills ranging from textual organization to sentence formation, and conventions of formal and informal written communication.
We’ve decided to use TABE.  Where do I start?

ESL Learners:  Not recommended until they have completed the Advanced ESL level (preferably 236 or higher on a CASAS test)
English (first language):  Locator Test

Literacy Level:  Administer Word List 
CASAS is a standardized test.  What does this mean in terms of administration?

“Standardized” means that the test is always administered and scored in the same way.
· Assist students with demographics only.
· Do not review test questions before beginning the testing session.
· Students may not use translators, dictionaries or calculators.
· Translation is permitted for demographics portion only.

· Teacher may not read questions to students.
· Do not allow breaks in the middle of a testing session.
· Do not review correct test answers with examinees.
· Administer the tests as directed.
· Keep all test scores confidential.
How long does the CASAS Appraisal take?
Each subsection (reading, listening, and math) of the various appraisals, takes 20 to 25 minutes to administer.

What do I do after I have administered the appraisal?

Count the number of correct items, convert to the scaled score using the charts in the Administrator’s Manual, and then use the Suggested Next Test charts to identify the appropriate level pre-test to administer.  The Suggested Next Test charts can be found in each test administration manual, or may be downloaded from the CASAS website:
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support/testing-guidelines/suggested-next-test-charts 

TABE is a standardized test.  What does this mean in terms of administration?

“Standardized” means that the test is always administered and scored in the same way.
· Use proper timing

· Read script verbatim

· Follow test directions explicitly

· Do not review questions prior to testing
· Students may not use a translator or dictionary during the test
· Do not answer questions regarding test during testing

· Do not go over test with students after testing

· Following these guidelines will ensure a comparable testing situation for all examinees

How long does the TABE Locator take?
The total length is 37 minutes which includes Reading – 12 minutes; Math Computation – 5 minutes; Applied Math – 8 minutes; and Language – 12 minutes.

What do I do after I have administered the locator?

Count the number of items correct and administer the pretest according to these guidelines:
	Reading**
	Mathematics
	Language
	TABE Level

	0-1
	
	
	L

	2-6
	4-6
	6 and below
	E

	7-8
	7-8
	7-8
	M

	9-11 (used full 12 minutes)
	
	
	M

	9-11 (completed test quickly)
	
	
	D

	12 (used full 12 minutes)
	9-11
	9-10
	D

	12 (completed test quickly)
	12-16
	11-12
	A


(**Minneapolis guidelines.)

In order to avoid administering a TABE level that is too difficult for the student, a good rule of thumb would be to administer a lower level if the student scores at the lower end of the recommended cut-scores.  
How long does each CASAS pre-test take?

The tests are not strictly timed.  Each pre-test in reading and math takes about 1 hour.  The Administrator may allow an extra 2 or 3 minutes for the learner to complete the item they may be working on.  The listening pre-tests are almost all audio. The length is 45 minutes for Level A, 50 minutes for Level B, and 40 minutes for Level C.

What are valid score ranges?

CASAS scale score charts indicate that tests where a student had only 3 or 4 items correct lacked enough information to be useful, and were too difficult.  Additionally, tests where the student had less than 4 or 5 wrong were too easy, and the score should be used with caution.  In both cases, the individual should be retested as soon as possible with an appropriate level assessment. 

How should the results be conveyed to the student?

Learners should be told the purpose of the assessment prior to taking it, and receive feedback on the assessment results as they relate to their goals, areas of need and the instruction they will be receiving.  Use the Skill Level Descriptors to show the student where they fit in the continuum of scoring on the CASAS assessments.  The ABE Skill Level Descriptors can be downloaded from the CASAS website at https://www.casas.org/docs/pagecontents/abesld.pdf?Status=Master   

The ESL Skill Level Descriptors can be found at 
https://www.casas.org/docs/pagecontents/eslsld.pdf?Status=Master 

Additionally, specific competency information can be shared by completing the Student Performance by Competency document found in the back of the test administration manuals (for individual students), or the Class Performance by Competency (for all students in a class who took the same test).

How long does each TABE pre-test take?

TABE adheres to strict timing.  The Complete Battery takes about 3½ hours to administer, and the Survey takes about 2 hours.

What are valid score ranges?

TABE norming charts indicate the standard error of measurement (SEM) for each possible score on an assessment.  The scores in the mid-range of each test have a lower SEM, and are therefore considered to be more valid.  Valid scores fall within 2 grade levels of the content level of each test.  (See Score Conversion Charts - http://www.mnabeassessment.com/TABE_resources.html) 
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How should the results be conveyed to the student?

Learners should be told the purpose of the assessment prior to taking it, and receive feedback on the assessment results as they relate to their goals, areas of need and the instruction they will be receiving.  Complete an Individual Diagnostic Profile for the appropriate test form.  The inside pages give more specific information as to specific objectives that are mastered, and those that should be worked on.

How do I diagnose my students’ needs?

Use the Class Performance by Competency document, found in the back of your Test Administration Manual.  It will help you to identify the competencies that need to be addressed.
Where can I find materials that address these competencies?

CASAS QuickSearch can help identify materials that are tied to specific competencies, at specific levels.  Additionally, there are many online materials linked by competency on this website:  http://www.mnabeassessment.com/competency_links.html 
My students want to study online.

www.english-on-the-web.yolasite.com 
Can the CASAS tests be used to predict eligibility for the GED?
A study was done to determine the relationship of CASAS tests to the official GED 2002 tests.  The study showed a clear positive relationship between CASAS reading and math scores and GED reading and math scores.  In the study of 6,700 students from five states, 78 percent of those who scored at CASAS Level D in reading passed all GED subsections, while 94 percent of those who scored at Level E passed all subsections.  This study also shows that students who scored at a CASAS Level D in math have a 90 percent chance of passing the math subsection with a score of 450 or greater, while students who score at a Level E in math have a 97 percent chance of passing the math subsection.  Further information on the study, and a copy of the brief can be found on the CASAS website at https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/research-and-evaluation/transitions/casas-ged-2002
What CASAS tests are available for students with disabilities?
CASAS provides some tests in a format appropriate for learners with disabilities, such as CASAS eTests, a Braille test, and large-print tests. All CASAS test booklets are available in large-print format. A version of the Life and Work reading test is available in Braille. CASAS eTests are available in reading, math and listening. Additionally, CASAS has an entire series (POWER) that is designed to be used with developmentally disabled adults.
How do I diagnose my students’ needs?

After looking at the Individual Diagnostic Profiles for your class, focus first on the areas that appear to be of greatest need for your students.
Where can I find materials that address these needs?

Many publishers offer materials that are tied to the specific needs identified by the Diagnostic Profiles.  Additionally, there are online links that can be used by both instructors or individual students:  http://www.mnabeassessment.com/TABE_resources.html 
My students want to study online.

www.ged-on-the-web.yolasite.com
Can the TABE tests be used to predict eligibility for the GED?
CTB/McGraw-Hill conducted a study to determine the relationship between TABE 9&10 (Survey and Complete Battery) and the GED® Tests.  Correlation tables showing the linkage between specific TABE and GED scores are available in the TABE Norms Book.

What TABE tests are available for students with disabilities?
TABE has a Large-Print Edition, a Braille Edition, and an Audio Edition available in Practice Exercises, Locator Test and Form 9 Survey and Complete Battery.

What accommodations are available for students who request them?

The need to use an accommodation should be documented in official learner records, such as the Individual Education Plan (IEP). The documentation must show that the disability interferes with the student’s ability to demonstrate performance on the test. The information can come from a doctor’s report, a diagnostic assessment from a certified professional, and other clinical records.  Local test administrators may provide or allow some accommodations in test administration procedures or environment for documented disabilities without contacting CASAS.

Check the CASAS website for specific information:

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support/testing-guidelines/accommodations-guidelines
How are the results reported?
The results are reported in terms of a scaled score that is linked to a Skill Level Descriptor, which gives general information about the learner.  A scaled score represents the instructional level at which the student can be placed.

When should we post-test?

A post-test should be administered after 40 to 60 hours of instruction.  However, if you know a student is leaving, test them sooner.

How do I know which CASAS post-test to administer?

Use the Suggested Next Test charts for the appropriate series to determine the level post-test to administer based on the pre-test score.

The post-test score is lower than the pre-test score.  What happened?

Life, health, pre-test conditions, and even Learning.
What accommodations are available for students who request them?

TABE has classified accommodations into three categories.  Category 1 accommodations do not affect the interpretation of the scores.  An example of Category 1 would be “to take the test alone or in a study carrel.”  Category 2 accommodations may have an effect on student performance that should be considered when interpreting individual test scores.  An example of a Category 2 accommodation: “Use extra testing time for any timed test.” Category 3 accommodations are likely to change what is being measured and have an effect that alters the interpretation of individual scores.  An example of a Category 3 accommodation: “Use a calculator for a mathematics computation test.”  For more information, see your Test Directions booklet.  
How are the results reported?

The results are reported as a scaled score.  Some programs also require the reporting of a grade level.  The scaled score represents a grade level as well as the educational level at which the student can be placed.

When should we post-test?

A post-test should be administered after 40 to 60 hours of instruction.  However, if you know a student is leaving, test them sooner.

How do I know which TABE post-test to administer?

Generally, use the opposite form at the same level for a post-test, if the pretest fell within the content range, or the valid range of the assessment. Refer to Score Conversion Charts to verify validity of pretest.  (See handout.)
The post-test score is lower than the pre-test score.  What happened?

Life, health, pre-test conditions, and even Learning.
**The most serious problem with testing may lie in the tests themselves.  To be valid, tests must reflect the content of instruction, and the extent to which the TABE or CASAS reflect the instruction of the programs they are used to assess is the unanswered question.  Similarly, it may be that the tests are not sensitive enough to register learning gains that adult learners consider to be important.
--Harold Beder


Focus on the Basics

Relating Scale Score Ranges CASAS/TABE/Educational Functioning Level - ABE
	CASAS

Scale

Score
	Scale Score to Grade Level – CASAS Reading
	Scale Score to Grade Level – CASAS Math
	Educational Functional Level – CASAS and TABE
	TABE

Scale 

Score
	TABE Grade Level

	Reading 0-200

Math 0-200
	Below 200 - 1
	Below 200 – 3


	Beginning ABE Literacy
	Reading 0-367

Math 0-313
	0 – 1.9

	Reading 201-210

Math 201-210
	201-205 – 2

205-210 - 3
	201-205 - 4

206-210 - 5
	Beginning Basic Education
	Reading 368-460

Math 314-441
	2 – 3.9

	Reading 211-220

Math 211-220
	211-215 – 4

216-220 - 5
	211-215 – 6

216-220 - 7
	Low Intermediate
	Reading 461-517

Math 442-505
	4 – 5.9

	Reading 221-235

Math 221-235
	221-225 – 6

226-230 - 7
	221-225 – 8

226-230 - 9
	High Intermediate
	Reading 518-566

Math 506-565
	6 – 8.9

	Reading 236-245

Math 236-245
	231-235 – 8

236-240 - 9
	231-235 – 10

236-240 - 11
	Low Adult Secondary
	Reading 567-595

Math 566-594
	9 – 10.9

	Reading 246+

Math 246+
	241-245 – 10

246-250 - 11
	241-245 – 12

246+ - 13+
	High Adult Secondary
	Reading 596+

Math 595+
	11 – 12.9


Relating Scale Score to Educational Functioning Level - ESL

	CASAS Scale Score

(Reading or Listening)
	Educational Functioning Level

	180 or below
	Beginning ESL Literacy

	181 – 190
	Low Beginning ESL

	191 – 200
	High Beginning ESL

	210   201 - 210
	Low Intermediate ESL

	211 – 220
	High Intermediate ESL

	221 – 235
	Advanced ESL


Links for more information on CASAS:

CASAS website:

https://www.casas.org/
Relationship between CASAS and GED 2002

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/research-and-evaluation/transitions/casas-ged-2002
Suggested Next Test documents

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support/testing-guidelines/suggested-next-test-charts
Guidelines for Providing Accommodations

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support/testing-guidelines/accommodations-guidelines
Minnesota Adult Basic Education Portal

(Information on CASAS standardized testing accommodations)

http://mn.abedisabilities.org/resources/by-topic/testing-casas 
CASAS Competencies

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-competencies 
Content Standards aligned to Life & Work Assessments

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/curriculum-management-instruction/casas-basic-skills-content-standards 

Links for more information on TABE:

CTB McGraw-Hill website:
http://www.ctb.com/ctb.com/control/productFamilyViewAction?productFamilyId=608&p=products
TABE 9&10 FAQs:

https://www.ctb.com/ctb.com/control/faqQuestionListAction?supportCenterId=13719&supportCenterCategory=PRODUCTS&p=support
Guidelines for Inclusive Test Administration
http://www.ctb.com/ctb.com/control/researchArticleMainAction?articleId=475&p=ctbResearch 
Minnesota Adult Basic Education Portal
(Information on TABE standardized testing accommodations)
http://mn.abedisabilities.org/resources/by-topic/testing-tabe 

Minnesota ABE Assessment Training website:  www.mnabeassessment.com – This site has information about the CASAS and TABE assessment systems.  You can learn more about the assessment trainings, how to schedule a training, and when specific trainings may already be scheduled in Minnesota.
Yes, that is the correct change.
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