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Objectives

Discuss characteristics of a Beginning Literacy ESL
earner

Discuss specific skills that should be addressed at
Beginning Literacy ESL level

Review tools CASAS provides to aid teachers in
lesson-planning

View sites online that provide lesson plans or
other tools that can be used to address specific
CASAS competencies

View sites online that students can use to build
the skills they need for the CASAS tests




Diverse Adult Learner Profiles

Rosa is a young mother in an ESL class in a family literacy program. She has
three small children, whom she brings to the child care program. Rosa has
been in the country for one year. Her ESL class has been running for a month,
and the students are progressing slowly. Rosa wants to learn, but she attends
class infrequently. She does not drive and so depends on family members for a
ride, and she often is not able to bring one or more of the children because of
iliness. She understands no English, and another student translates for her.
She has mentioned several times that she has no time to do any of the

exercises outside of class.

Mohammed is 17 years old and has been in the country for six months. He is not
enrolled in high school, because he needs to help his mother support their
family of five, and he has two jobs. He finished elementary school in Irag and
can read and write in his native Arabic. He is learning to understand and speak
a little English on the job, but he can read next to nothing in English.

Ibrahim is 60 years old and has come to the United States from Somalia, where
he was a businessman and a tribal leader. He can read and write in his native
language and in Italian. His refugee benefits have run out, and he has to work
to help support his family. He is embarrassed about being in a beginning-level
class, and he does not like to work in groups with women. When he speaks, he
wants the teacher to correct everything he says.

Source: Practitioner Toolkit: Working With Adult Language Learners



Q: What do Beginning Literacy ESL Level Students have
in common?

A: CASAS test scores below 180

Q: What variables do we see in Literacy Level Students?

A: Some cannot speak or understand English, or
understand only isolated words or phrases

A: May speak some English, but have limited reading and
writing skills in English

A: May have no or minimal reading or writing skills in any
language — may have little or no comprehension of

how print corresponds to spoken language — may have
difficulty using a writing instrument

A: May have education in first language, but no previous
instruction in English



Levels of Literacy

Pre-Literate
e Oral tradition, first language not written
* Holding a pen or opening a book are new exercises
* Teaching: focus on oral skills, then transition into reading and writing

Non-Literate

e Written language in home country but the student has little or no exposure to
literacy in their first or second language

* Teaching: emphasize the connection between spoken and written language
Semi-Literate

e Limited schooling in their own language

* Teaching: help students become confident in their literacy skills
Non-Roman Alphabet Literate

» Speak and are literate in a language that is written with a different script.

e Can transfer skills from one language to another even if the script is completely
different.

Roman Alphabet Language Literate
e Are literate in a language written in a Roman alphabet script
* Read from left to right and recognize letter shapes and font



Different Strategies for Different Learners

Literate Learners

Learn from print
Tend to be visually-oriented
Make lists to remember

Spend years learning to read

Know they can learn

Learn best when content is relevant
to their lives

Can distinguish between important
and less important print

Non-literate Learners

Learn by doing or watching
Tend to be aurally-oriented
Repeat to remember

Have limited time for learning to
read

Lack confidence in their learning
ability

Learn best when content is relevant
to their lives

May accept all content as being of
equal value



Strategies: A Beginning

1. Needs Assessment — Can students. . .
— Hold a pen?
— Write names in English?
— Make letter sounds?
— |dentify basic sight words?
— Copy simple sentences?
— Read simple sentences?
2. Begin with listening and speaking
3. Start with real words (meaningful to students)

4. Teach word-attack skills (phonics)

*“A Taxonomy of Strategies for Adult Non-literate Learners”, Alysan Croydon



Review of CASAS Tools

Class Profile by Competency
Test Review
QuickSearch

Linking Document (Links competencies in tests
to lessons online)

Sample Test Items — Level A (for use when
transitioning from Forms 27/28 to 81/82)



CLASS PROFILE STUDENT NAMES
BY COMPETENCY
Form 27 — Reading
Beginning Literacy
Life & Work
Appraizal Score
Foaw Score
Scaled Score
1{u
2| @
3| R
4| m
5| B/b
6 | rime
7 | Name
8 | DATE/date
9 | STOPF/stop
10 | Clock Time 23.15
11 | Thursdav/Thurs. 2322
12 | Public Signs 2544
13 | Price signs 2544
14 | Clothing sizes 1.1.9-4
15 | Bus signs 2.2.2-4
16 | Public signs 2544
17 | Address 0.2.2-1
18 | Measurement: 1 cup 1.14-5
19| Coins 1.16-4
20 | Arrows 2:2.2
21| Taperecorder buttons 1.7.3-3
22 | Appointment card 31232
23 | Low-Med-High settings 1.7.3-3
24 | Social Securitv number 0.2.2-1
25 | Signature 0.2.2-1
26 | Birth date 22-1
27 | Month 2322
28 | Traffic signs 2.2.2-4
29 | Year 221
30 | Date 2321

#First three mmbers = CASAS competency. ez the CALAY Comperency List. Fouth mmber= Task: 1Fillinthe-blank; 2 Charts, maps,
comet mer billings, matrices, zaphs or tables; 3 Stonzs, atticlas, parapraphs, sentenees, direchons or pictures; 4 sizns, price tags, adverbzzments
or product labels; 5 Measurement scales ordiasrams; 6 3election of coreet picture or response fom ol coa.
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Qu“:kSearch A Database of Instructional Materials for Youth

Online Vercion BETA and Adult Educational and Training Programs

Quick Search by
Itles

Follow procedures for applying for a job, including interpreting and completing job

Competencies
bl il applications, resumes, and letters of application

Program, Level, & Skill

- atches Title m
Publishers 1 A Conversation Book - English in Evervday LONGMAN A
Tests Life. Book 1 New Edition ESL/PEARSON ADULT
Get more information 1 d r Work HEINLETHOMSON C
Quick Search Tutorial i nglish for W nd Li HEINLETHOMSON A
BN Reports & Other Tools 1 Downtown. Three. English for Work and Home HEINLETHOMSON B
Exit ) ) NGMAN Pre
3 Foundations Activity Workbook ESLUPEARSON ADULT -
AlA
CASAS T Pre
P R i AA
Sysiems, Al Rights Raserved 3 Grammar in Context Basic. HEINLE/THOMSON A
Contactug | Feedback 1 New Land, New Language NEW READERS PRESS cB
. 5 Thi ing Enalis} e 5
Pictures. Book One. ESL/PEARSON ADULT
1 I I arni nali LONGMAN A

Pictures. Book Two, ESLPEARSON ADULT




COMP. | ITEM COMPETENCY ONLINE/COMPUTER RESOURCES ONLINE RESOURCES
& DESCRIPTION FORSTUDENT USE FOR LESS0N PLANS
12 Eecognize and dizciminate | WWipuimargsa.com Multi-Cultural Educational Send ces
among lowercase and wvwystarfall com Alphabet and Numbers fom 1 to 1I_-I_
uppercase letters Reading for Life Volume One
Pags 3 — Pre-literacy Activities
6-8 Dizscaminate among sight Mult-Cultural Educational Serices
words Common Words Used on Forms
Reading for Life Volume Ons
Page 3 — Pre-literacy Activifies
o Racognize one-word signs Reading for Life Volume One
Page 3 — Pre-literacy Activifies
231 10 Interpret clock time www gclearnfree org'evervdaylife Multi-Culfural Fducationat Servi ces
dick on “Telling Time” Time in Number= and on Clocks
Reading for Life Volume One
Page 128 — Unit 9 — Clock Time
237 11 Identify the months of the Multi-Cultural Educanonal Serni ces
vear and the days of the Calendar Flash Card Exercizes
vwesk Noph Carglins Curgodlum Guide
http://www.mnabeassessment.com/competency links.html
234 12 Read interpret, follow wiww.gcllearnfres orgleverydaylife Reading for Life Volume One
public ~‘~1' s, building click on “Grocery List™ or “Prescription”™ Pags 69 — Unit 5 - Signs
directori es
F:d 13 1.“1[“1’1:! ret |:1 abels, charts, Reading for Life Volume One
etc. to salect goods and Page 37 — Unit 3 — Labels: Product and Medicine
serices Reading for Life Volume Two
Pags 68 — Unit Pricing
119 14 Interprat clothing and Morth Carolina Curricuium Giide
pattern sizes and use “The Department Stors”
eightweight tables Reading for Life Volume One
Page 3 — Pre-literacy Activifies
2273 13 Recognizes and usa signs

132
related to transporiation




Review of CASAS Tools

Class Profile by Competency
Test Review
QuickSearch

Linking Document (Links competencies in tests
to lessons online)

Sample Test Items — Level A (for use when
transitioning from Forms 27/28 to 81/82)

https://www.casas.org/home/index.cfm?fuseaction=
home.showContent&MaplD=3229




Alphabet/Phonics — Free Printables

Lanternfish ESL ABCs
http://bogglesworldesl.com/abcs.htm

CVC Words Flashcards
http://bogglesworldesl.com/phonics/cvc wordcards.htm

Flashcards of High Frequency Words

http://www.emteconline.com/rliteracy/alphabet/highFre
guency/Yrl-2FlashComplete.pdf

Phonics — We All Can Read

http://www.weallcanread.com/English as a Second Lan
guage Phonics Instruction.html




Vocabulary-Building Activities

Vocabulary knowledge has been found to have a strong effect on
reading comprehension

 Teach vocabulary that learners will need to use often (high-
frequency vocabulary).

e Teach key sight words that learners will need, such as emergency,
911, last name, first name, especially when learners are at
beginning literacy levels.

 Provide multiple opportunities for learners to read and use specific
words in different texts and activities that are thematically related,
such as the following:

o Brainstorm vocabulary on a specific topic, such as food shopping.
o Practice food vocabulary with flash cards.

o Practice dialogues in which food vocabulary is used (e.g. “l am
going shopping.” “What do you need?” “I need bread, beans,
and chicken.”)

o Make a shopping list of items they need to buy.
o For homework, copy food words from packages.




Teaching Resources
Adult ESL Training Videos

http://www.newamericanhorizons.org/training-videos

“Making It Real: Teaching Pre-literate Adult Students™
http://literacynow.info/page.aspx?hid=152
“Pre-literate Curriculum” (available on CD)
http://www.themlc.org/techgrants
“Listening and Speaking Activities for Adult Learners”
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeadult/download/pdf/Listening
SpeakingCorrelatedBESTPlusCASAS.pdf

“Practitioner Toolkit: Working with Adult English

Language Learners”
http://www.cal.org/CAELA/tools/program development/Comb
inedFiles1.pdf




Developing Communication Skills

Following vocabulary instruction, students can be
encouraged to recognize and practice vocabulary
through the use of pictures depicting familiar
activities/vocabulary.

Listening and speaking skills can be developed by
asking and answering questions.

On the next slide are examples of questions
generated for different communication levels:



Is this the mother? Is the father sitting or standing?

In your house, who does the i
A Is the mother eating?

cooking?

Where was the

?
mother before? What do you eat for

breakfast?

Are they in the kitchen

or in the living room?
e Where do you like to

eat?
What is on the table?

Who likes orange
Is there food on the

juice?
table?
'i.i.ﬁ.j
W h ethoapes stoovs sceresttie sepritsta g ansrabe ?
How does the father feel? Is there a spoon on the table?

Who is cooking, the mom or the dad?

How many people are in your

What is on the table?
family?



Yes/No Questions —
The easiest to answer

Is this the mother? .
Is the juice on the table?

Is there a glass on the
table?

Is it morning?



glish Language
‘ners understand more
guage than they can
oduce.

he easiest questions are
ose that require the least
uage response.

Before we look at +his
what do you aiready know
about dfi\ﬂ'nﬁ lows

n Minnesota 7 .




» Question Hierarc

our choices when working \
learning English

YES/NO QUESTIONS

EITHER/OR QUESTIONS

WH- QUESTIONS

PERSONAL QUESTIONS

OPEN ENDED QUESTIC(




e already seen examples of yes/no
estions from the visual, now let’s lo

her levels.




Either/or — Choice Questions

Are they in the kitchen
or in the bedroom?

Who is cooking, the
mother or the father?

Does the mother have
ong or short hair?

s the father sitting or
standing?




Wh-Questions —
For getting factual information

e \Whatis on the table?

e Who is drinking orange
juice?

e How many people are
in the kitchen?




Personal Questions

How many people are in your
family?

In your house, who does the
cooking?

Who works in your family?

Where do you study?




Open-ended, interpretative questions —
The most difficult to answer

e Where was the mother
before?

e How does the mother
feel?

e What is going to happen
next?




Meaningful interaction and natural
communication in the target language are
necessary for successful language acquisition.

* Learners need to use the language, not simply
talk about it.

e Give learners opportunities and purposes for
communication that reflect or relate to their
lives.

e Use authentic materials in activities whenever
possible

*“Beginning to Work with Adult English Language Learners: Some Considerations” — Mary Ann
Cunningham Florez and Miriam Burt, National Center for ESL Literacy Education



adulteducation.

BEGINNING ESL LITERACY COMPETENCY OVERVIEW
CASAS RANGE: 180 and below

By the end of this level, learners will...

1. Communication
1. Recite, read, and write the alphabet.
Ask and respond to simple greetings, introductions, and farewells.
Provide basic personal information in response to oral questions and on simple forms.
Recognize and use the words for basic family relationships.
Ask and answer simple guestions about family.
Recognize basic concepts of caring for children.

2. Consumer Economics
1. Recognize differentcurrenciesand vocabulary associated with money.
Read monetary amounts and price tags.
Recognize basic food vacabulary.
Know basic food safety concepts.
Recognize terms for basic clothing and sizes.
Recognize vacahulary for different fypes of housing, rooms, and furnishings.
Know basic cleaning and laundry concepts and vocabulary.
Know basic home safety and security concepts and vocabulary.

3. Community Resources
1. Useatelephaone.
Ask and answer simple oral questions about the weather.
Read and tell time.
Knowthe names of the days of the week, the months, and the seasons.

Read, write, and =av dates.

Know how to buystamps and mail a letter..

Know basic directional vocabulary and identify places on a map.
Identify safe driving practices.

4. Health




Skills that should be addressed at the
Beginning ESL Literacy Level

“Picture Literacy”

Ability to recognize pictures is taken for
granted

Assumption that non-verbal visual images are
a universal language

The viewer must know certain conventions

We can help our students by following a
systematic approach



icture Litera

Stylized
color
drawing

Realistic
drawing
of an
orange




Photo of

person
with a
headache

Picture Literacy

Color drawing

of a person
with a
headache

(Do her eyes

hurt?)

Black and
white
drawing of
a person
with a
headache
(What's
wrong with
her hands?)

Stylized
drawing of a

person with
a headache
(Discuss the
meaning of
the strange
squiggly
lines.)



Resources Linked to Forms 27 and 28

e Reading for Life — Volume One
http://www.themlc.org/sites/9290fbae-86dc-4ed1-9fc8-
/bfabed4766ba/uploads/Reading for Life Volume One.pdf

— Unit 1: Pre Literacy Activities
— Unit 5: Signs

— Unit 8: Calendar

— Unit 9: Clock Time

e Reading for Life — Volume Two
http://www.themlc.org/sites/9290fbae-86dc-4ed1-9fc8-
/bfabed4766ba/uploads/Reading for Life Volume Two.pdf

— Unit 13: Coins and Currency
— Page 68: Unit pricing
— Page 49: Measurement




Resources linked to Forms 27 and 28

Multi-Cultural Educational Services
http://www.mcedservices.com/PDFs.html

— Alphabet and Number Flashcard Exercises
— Calendar Exercises
— Phonics Exercises

North Carolina Curriculum Guide
http://www.nc-net.info/ESL/guide.php

— Unit: Time

— Unit: The Calendar

— Unit: Buying Clothing

EL/Civics Education
http://www.nc-net.info/ESL/Caldwell/yearl.php
— Address

— Count and Use Currency

— Date of Birth

— Name

— Phone Numbers




Targeted Online Activities for Student Use

Starfall http://www.starfall.com/

IMinneapolis ABE — ELL O Activities
(http://ell-level0.themlc.org/)

Jdjohnmh.com (http://johnmh.com/ILA/28ILA.doc)

JdMarshall Adult Education — Student Lessons
(http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/student-
lessons)

djohnmh.com — Adult and Family Education
(http://johnmh.com/esl.html)

JEnglish-On-The-Web
(www.english-on-the-web.yolasite.com)




Presentation Resources

“A Taxonomy of Strategies for Adult Non-Literate Learners” — Alyson Croydon of
TESOL http://www.schooloftesl.com/publications/Alyson WAESOL10.pdf

“Beginning to Work with Adult English Language Learners: Some
Considerations” — Mary Ann Cunningham Florez and Miriam Burt, National
Center for ESL Literacy Education
http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/pdf/briefs/Beginning%20t0%20
Work%20with%20Adult%20English%20Language%20Learners.pdf

Literacy Network of Washington

http://literacynow.info/Page.aspx?nid=58

Practitioner Toolkit: Working With Adult Language Learners
http://www.cal.org/CAELA/tools/program development/CombinedFilesl.pdf




